HINDU DEITIES
whose poem is still the favourite reading of millions, and is the foundation for dramas or pageants by which the incidents of the story are kept evergreen in popular remembrance. Tulsi Das moralises by the way to very high purpose, and his verses have been of incalculable value in raising the ideals of the Hindi-speaking peoples. < The story of Krishna is of a different complexion. Miraculous incidents attending his childhood appeal to the sympathies of mothers and children. But he is associated rather with love than with holiness, and the ardours and successes of his amatory adventures give an erotic flavour to devotional transports. We find, then, this sexual leaning in the cults of both Siva and Vishnu ; but the latter is the more human of the two, and has given birth to some movements of purifying reform.
A conception which has exercised enormous influence is that of female divinities, or saktis. The chief of these is the consort of Siva, known as Durga, Kali, or the "Great Mother," whose idols illustrate in grotesque deformity the human passions of lust and cruelty. Her cult has prevailed in the atmosphere of Bengal. She is propitiated with bloody sacrifices ; to extremists among her votaries any sexual restraint is a denial of her authority, and she expresses, or has produced, a profound difference in morality between the inhabitants of title eastern and western plain. It is extraordinary beyond words that ideas of this description should be in the minds of the industrious clerks that throng the offices of Calcutta.
Without in any way denying the authority of others, a JEJindu of position connects himself specially with one of these cults, and bears marks of pigment on his forehead to express his allegiance. They are drawn upright if for Vishnu, horizontally if for Siva, and are curved, with a dot, if for the goddess. But the incidents of life may be varied by the interposition of countless other gods; indeed, there is a divinity for every phase of human
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